
SCOPE OF PROJECT

The baseline used to determine the percentage of waste

reduction for the entire planning area was not developed

using data from its planning area. Six other planning area

baselines were averaged and used as the baseline for

Iowa Waste Systems Association. The six planning areas

used include many landfills, different industrial waste

generators, varying economic conditions, history, and

solid waste management practices, different

geographies, and populations, and therefore lacked

comparability.

A baseline using data that was specific to, and thus

characteristic of, the Iowa Waste Systems Association

planning area was crucial for accurate waste reduction

comparison and goal setting.

IMPLEMENTATION

BARKER LEMAR met with Iowa Department of Natural

Resources (IDNR) staff to determine exact steps

necessary to adjust the existing baseline. In 1998,

community and business leaders were interviewed to

determine existing recycling conditions for the planning

area. Waste generators and recyclers were again

interviewed to update information to achieve specific

waste generation figures for the planning area.

Recycling history, current recycling efforts, and current

waste generation information was collected to determine

the new waste generation baseline. 

By establishing a baseline using the recycling and waste

generation information that is specific to the planning

area, BARKER LEMAR proved a waste reduction percentage

greater than the 50 percent required by the state.

SERVICES

Business survey development; database management;

final report preparation and presentation.

TIMELINE

Project Start Date: November 2002

Project Completed: August 2003
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